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try and to the Congress.
NAFTA is a pathbreaking trade agreement

because its implementation will bring a better
deal for American workers, companies, and con-
sumers, while acting as a spur for a cleaner
environment and a better climate for workers
on all sides of the border. Passage of the
NAFTA is a high priority of our administration,

and the appointment of Bill Daley to coordinate
our efforts for its adoption should be viewed
as a signal of my personal commitment. I am
grateful to him for accepting this appointment
and this challenge.

NOTE: A biography was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary.

Statement on the Report of the National Commission to Ensure a Strong
Competitive Airline Industry
August 19, 1993

Today I received with great interest and en-
thusiasm the report of the National Commission
to Ensure a Strong Competitive Airline Industry.
For the past 3 months, Governor Baliles and
his colleagues have worked tirelessly to identify
ways to revive this critical industry. The Com-
mission has done its work well.

Now my administration and the Congress
must take the next steps to ensure that Govern-
ment policy encourages a prosperous airline in-
dustry. Aviation provides high-wage jobs and is
a leading exporter of American products and
services. In the past, this industry has provided
good jobs for millions of Americans, while meet-
ing and beating our competition abroad. In re-
cent years, however, both airlines and aerospace
manufacturers have suffered financial losses and
have laid off some of our most skilled and pro-
ductive workers.

We have already taken the first and most im-
portant steps toward strengthening the aviation

industry. This sector’s problems are intertwined
with our Nation’s broader economic challenges.
By reducing the deficit and providing incentives
for economic expansion, the recently enacted
budget creates the climate for economic growth
that is a precondition for the revival of aviation.

The Commission’s report recommends several
additional steps to achieve an air transport sys-
tem that is efficient, technologically superior,
and financially strong. Under the leadership of
Transportation Secretary Federico Peña and
Council of Economic Advisers Chair Laura
Tyson, my administration will consider these
proposals and develop an administration plan.
We will work with Congress to respond to the
industry’s problems in a manner consistent with
our deficit reduction and economic goals.

I look forward to meeting with Governor
Baliles and the Commission members upon my
return to Washington.

Statement on Democratic National Health Care Campaign Chair
Richard Celeste
August 19, 1993

In selecting Governor Celeste to chair the
national health care campaign, David Wilhelm
has made a superb choice. I had the pleasure
of working side-by-side with Governor Celeste
for 8 years as a fellow member of the National
Governors’ Association. I learned then what the
people of Ohio know well: Governor Celeste

is a strong, effective, charismatic leader, and
a remarkable motivator of people.

Governor Celeste’s proven ability to forge bi-
partisan consensus will be a great help as Demo-
crats and Republicans work together to reform
our health care system. I am heartened to know
that Governor Celeste will help in our fight to
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